pressing the Board of Guardians of the Axb ridge Union to provide better accommodation for their sick and infirm patients, and after more than one scheme had been discussed and abandoned it was finally decided to buy a field lying to the north-east of the workhouse and thereon to erect a detached infirmary. Undoubtedly the guardians decided wisely in this matter. Plans were prepared and received the sanction of the Local Government Board two years ago. The building was finished during the present year.
In design the ground plan of the infirmary somewhat resembles the letter E?the left-hand side of the letter being to the north, and the right-hand side to the south; the top and lower parts of the letter being angled respectively towards the east and west. The ends of the main wards face the south-east and south-west, so that the aspect is quite good. The entrances are north of the staircases, and projecting to the north are the separation wards. These are twinwards, and on one side they are partly blocked by the main entrance, and on the other by the closets; and the latter, like those of the large wards, are not properly cut off from the main building. Each of these separation wards has a window in its end and another in the side; but we doubt whether these will be found sufficient, and proper crossventilation cannot be carried out unless there be openings in the partitions dividing the wards; even then it would only be partial. As the wards are intended for offensive cases we think this point ought to have been more carefully considered.
The first floor is a replica of the ground floor, but the dayrooms are here intended for three consumptive patients each, and the space over the kitchen is used as a nurses' sitting-room.
In general conception it may be said that the design is a good one for its purpose, and we much regret that the defects we have pointed out were not remedied when the infirmary was in plan only. 
